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of artist from Isaiah and the author of the
Book of Job!

Plato, as is well known, took a somewhat
whimsical view of the work of the poet. He
said that he must exclude the poets from his
ideal State, because they were the prophets
of unreality. But he was thinking of a kind
of man very different from the men whom
we call poets. He thought of the poet as a
man who served a patron, and tried to gloze
over his patron's tyranny and baseness,
under false terms of glory and majesty; or
else he thought of dramatists, and considered
them to be men who for the sake of credit
and money played skilfully upon the senti-
mental emotions of ordinary people; and he
fought shy of the writers who used tragic
passions for the amusement of a theatre.
Aristotle disagreed with Plato about this,
and held that poetry was not exactly moral
teaching, but that it disposed the mind to
consider moral problems as interesting. He
said that in looking on at a play, a spectator
suffered, so to speak, by deputy, but all the
same learned directly, if unconsciously, the
beauty of virtue. When we come to our
own Elizabethans, there is no evidence that
in their plays and poetry they thought about